
Submission to the Dhelkunya Dja Land Management Board’s Draft Joint  Management Plan for 
the Dja Dja Wurrung Parks 14th June 2018

St Arnaud Field Naturalist Club Inc.is proud to be a part, however small, of the formation of Dhelkunya Dja 
Land Management Board’s  Draft Joint Management Plan(JMP) and we are pleased to be able to make 
comment on the parts of the Plan as they apply to Kara Kara National Park(KKNP).

We recognise the Dja Dja Wurrung people’s right to be joint managers of our parks and ultimately all other 
conservation areas.

We welcome the opportunity to share our knowledge of Kara Kara National Park(KKNP) and pass on 
responsibilty for its care to the best people possible.

We support unreservedly the Strategic Initiatives of the Management Plan and look forward to the day when 
Dja Dja Wurrung people, language and customs are a regular and normal part of our community.

Discussing 5. People of the Parks and Surrounding Landscapes:Goals and Strategies.
We support all these initiatives and especially P2- Stakeholder Advisory Committee.

Discussing 6. Recreation, Cultural Practices and Customs:Goals and Strategies
Once again we support 19 of the 20 initiatives and especially R12-road, track and trail maintenance ..... 

However R19 -Manage rubbish -is causing us some problems as our practice as always been to encourage 
an attitude of personal responsibility for rubbish- that is “take your rubbish home with you”.

We are aware that other Government agencies and Shires operate on the same principle and would rather 
see the” take the rubbish home” principle continued.
Our experience on the Sunraysia Highway south of St Arnaud has led to the removal of rubbish bins at our 
wayside stops- they started with one bin, which when it consistently overflowed was increased to 2 bins- 
same result, more and more rubbish, then 3 bins and then people started setting fire to the bins in order to 
make more space for THEIR rubbish! Local fire brigades called out- nobody happy. 
Let’s try and inculcate an attitude of responsible personal behaviour right from the start.

We support the proposed Recreation,Cultural Practices and Customs Overlays for KKNP and are very 
pleased to see the new restricted zones in the north end of the park.

Discussing 7.Cultural Heritage:Goal and Strategies
We look forward to assisting  in this goal where we have local knowledge.
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Discussing 8.Plants and Animals:Goals and Strategies
This is where we as Field Naturalists can provide much information- on  our local species, their habitats, 
their needs and their current status.

We fully support PA1 but are concerned at the lack of suitable areas for this to happen in broad scale.
Kara Kara National Park has a very long boundary in proportion to  its area.
It also has only 1% of its area as the most productive land - Creekline Grassy Woodland Ecological 
Vegetation Class(EVC). 
Most of this was cleared in the 1860s and later for agriculture.
In the north-east of the Park, 3 inliers are on this EVC and as they are no longer used for agriculture, should 
be returned to the Park. This would add considerably to the fertile areas suitable for supporting Chocolate 
Lily, Yam Daisy/Murnong and various reeds,rushes and lomandras for cultural use as well as supporting 
many animals.
Some activities within these inliers are not in step with the values of the National Park and are adding to the 
general destruction of the land and waterways. The Club believes that a long-term aim of the LMP
should be for those inliers to be resumed into the Park on the strength of their fertility and waterways.
Consider also landholders whose properties adjoin the Park and contain the Creekline Grassy Woodland 
EVC. They may also be interested in joining in with revegetation projects for the desired plant species. 

PA 8 We do have concern about the lack of middle and apex predators and that this lack is causing a 
massive imbalance in the numbers of prey species. However, as everything else around the Park has 
altered, there may have to be another solution, or solutions to this imbalance. 
We believe that even the thought of a reintroduction of the Dingo/Gal Gal would be provocative to the farming 
community and destructive of good relationships with the indigenous community. 

PA 14 -”carbon positive”-addresses an issue close to heart of a number of our Club members and are very 
pleased to see Dja Dja Wurrung taking a lead here.

We fully and enthusiastically support all the issues PA17-PA 24 and  especially PA22,23 and 24 .
This is where the St Arnaud Field Nats will be able to help, our aims being appreciation, understanding and 
knowledge of the bush, conservation and protection and education about the values of our natural 
environment.
We have skills and  knowledge  to assist here having been working on these subjects for the last 4 decades.

Discussing 9 Rivers and Waterways- the same applies to these Goals W1-W7

Discussing 10. Landscapes and Open Spaces: we fully support these aims but believe that they will take 
much longer that the time frame of this Plan.
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Discussing 11 and 12. 
Full support, especially the establishment of “Keeping Place”

Monitoring and Evaluation has clearly been well thought out.

The St Arnaud Field Naturalist Club recognises that this Draft Joint Management Plan is just a start and that 
change will occur gradually, however much we might want it to happen NOW!

We look forward to being of as much use as we can in this long process of reclamation and restoration.

The Club can only commend the Draft Joint Management Plan to the Government, insist on proper and long-
term funding for it as well as support for the Dja Dja Wurrung people to achieve their goals. We would like the 
Government to commit to this as a matter of urgency.

Anne Hughes

President
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